We studied green, Chelonia mydas, and loggerhead, Caretta caretta, turtles nesting on the island of Cyprus to determine the effects of flipper tagging on postovipositional behaviour and reproductive success. Tagging was undertaken immediately after oviposition (64 green turtles; 111 loggerheads). On 12 occasions, loggerheads immediately stopped covering the eggs and proceeded directly to the sea. No green turtles abandoned nesting. In all other cases, where sufficient data were collected, the duration of the two postovipositional phases of nesting behaviour (covering and camouflaging) and the speed of descent to the sea did not differ between tagged and untagged turtles. The durations of behaviours also did not differ between females not tagged, tagged once or tagged twice. There was no effect of tagging on the likelihood of hatching or on the hatching success of clutches in either species.
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World-wide, many marine turtle research programmes involve the mark and recapture of nesting females and external flipper tags have been widely used as the method of choice in obtaining information on the life history of these species. Many different types of tags are used including plastic, monel and titanium, which can be attached to either the front or rear flipper(s) (see Balazs, in press for a review). Loss of tags is considered a major problem in the majority of species (Balazs 1982; Henwood 1986; Eckert & Eckert 1989; Limpus 1992; Alvarado et al., 1993; McDonald & Dutton 1994; Bjorndal et al. 1996) . More recently, the use of passive integrated transponders (PITs) has been explored (Fontaine et al. 1987; Parmenter 1993; McDonald & Dutton 1996; Godley et al., in press ). With PIT tagging, there is a lower rate of loss than with conventional methods, possibly leading to less retagging, and hence reduced interference as well as data of increased reliability and scientific value (Parmenter 1993; McDonald & Dutton 1996) .
Few quantitative studies have examined the possible effect of human interference on nesting turtles. In a study of loggerhead turtles, Caretta caretta, in Florida, Johnson et al. (1996) recorded a shorter duration of camouflaging of nests by females observed by tour groups. Similarly, Campbell (1994) observed a shortening of the covering stage when green turtles, Chelonia mydas, were subjected to flash photography whilst nesting in Costa Rica.
In this paper we examine the effects of tagging on the behaviour and nest success of green and loggerhead turtles. These species nest globally in the tropics and subtropics. In the Mediterranean the main nesting sites are Turkey and Cyprus (green) and Greece, Turkey, Cyprus and Libya (loggerhead; Baran & Kasparek 1989; Margaritoulis 1989; Broderick & Godley 1996; Laurent 1997) .
METHODS

Study Site
We conducted this study on Alagadi Beach (35 33 N, 33 47 E), situated in northern Cyprus, in the eastern Mediterranean. This is one of the few sites in the region where both species are found nesting in considerable numbers (Broderick & Godley 1996) . There is very little habitation or artificial lighting near this 2-km beach, which remains closed to the public from 2000 to 0800 hours (+3 h GMT) throughout the nesting season, ensuring minimal anthropogenic disturbance of nesting turtles. Any visitors wishing to observe nesting females are accompanied by a researcher and follow strict guidelines.
Data Collection
We collected data on patrols between 2100 and 0600 hours (local time) throughout the nesting seasons of 1993-1997. In northern Cyprus, most nesting occurs
